A MAGAZINE OF THE BIZARRE AND UNUSUAL

Gitnd Jles

e " REGISTERED N US. PATENT OFFICE——— o

[Volume 30 CONTENTS FOR OCTOBER, 1937 Number 4 |

Cover Design . s e+ .. ... .... MBrundage
Uit o scene in “Tiger Car®

Tiger Cac David H. Keller 386
A story as fscinating ai any of the boreors conceived s she rorsved mmd of Dante or of Poc

Pledged o the Dead . Seabury Quinn 397
"A thrilling 1ae of « lover whoss sweetbeas bad been in ber prave more than « comtry

WhnchW:llScuce_lyBeUndzrsiood ... . ... .RobertE Howard 416
Ver

The Shunned House . . . .HP.Loveraft 418
A postharious story of a revolting borrr in b celer of an od bonse

The Homicidal Dias Earl Peirce, Jr. 437
et i) Ao w5 e e i s ks ok

The Long Arm Franz Habl 450
Tesidiouily erauiing ad gropins, the long arm rescbed ous on s erand o dsth

The Lake of Life (part 2) . .. Edmond Hamilton 459

A ek scien ers selie i rills, advetere, wysery nd romance
The Golgotha Dancers . Manly Wade Wellman 483
A carions and terrifying story about an artist who sold bis 1oul 10 pains a living picture
Here Lies H. . Guernsey 489
Ax noni, 1le about s prcial ommusist wbo tskght s fivnd when 10 ke B seriomly
‘The Last of st DeBmgh H. Sivia 492
DeBrugh was doa, bus e sl vegorded b romise us o scrd daty 0 be lfled
Toa Skl on My Bookabel 0 e Vidgins Raplee 495

Weied Smry Reprint:

The Purple Ginccure - . . H.ThompsonRich 496
opalan story Jrom an early mumber of WEIRD TALES

Af:erTv\oNAghtsofL\wEarache .. . . FandsHad 502

The Eyrie . % s e 5w s 503

A department in which ihe readens oxpress s cpinions

Published monthly br the Fopuiar Fion Publshing Cooy Et Washogton Sueee ladsapols, Iod Enveed
sy TP T L BT T o e S T SR S
5 S o e s Sou Ao, ot S50

? ik w.m?:“‘

e
e et e ey, s o o o i
Avease, Caicgo, T TARKSWORTH WRIGAT, Edior:
o 1957, by he Pople Fiion Pbiio Compie. "
— WEIRD TALES ISSUED 1st OF EACH MONTH




416

‘WEIRD TALES

hich Will Scarcely Be
Understood

By ROBERT E. HOWARD

Samll poets sing of litte, foolish things,
As more beficting to a shallow brain

That holds grim islands and uaboly tides,
mysterious secret hides.

True sime concerns her not with bursting buds,
The chirping bird, the lifting of the rose—
Save cbon blooms that swell in ghastly woods,
And that geim, voiceless bird that cver broods
Where through black boughs & wind of horror blows,
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‘WHICH WILL SCARCELY BE UNDERSTOOD

O, litde singers, what know you of those
Ungodly, slimy shapes that glide and crawl
Ou of unreckoned gulfs when midaights fall,
To haunt the poct's slumbering, and close
Agains his eyes thrust up their hissing head,
And mock him with theic cyes 5o serpentred?

Conceived and bred in blackened pits of hell,
The poems come that sec the stars on fire;
Born of biack maggots wriching in  shell
Men call 2 poet's skull—an ion bell

Filled up with burning mist and golden mire.

‘The royal purple is & moldy shroud;

The laurel crown is cypress fixed with thorns
The sword of fame, a sickle notched and dull;
The face of beauty is a grinning skull;

And ever in their souls’ red caverns loud

The ratte of the cloven hoofs and horas.

The poets kaow that justice is a lie,

That good and light are baubles filled with dust—
This world's slave-market where swine sell and buy,
This shambles where the howling cattle die,

Has blinded not fheir eyes wich lies and lust.

Ring up the demons from the lower Pit,
Since Evil conquers goodness in the ead;
Break down the Door and let dhe fires be lit,
And grees each slavering monster 15 a friend.

Let obscene shapes of Darkness ride the earth,
Let sacrificial smokes blot out the skies,

Let dying virgins glut the Black Gods’ eyes,
And all the world resound wich noisome misth.

Break down the altars, let the streets run red,
Tramp down the race into the crawling slime;
Then where red Chaos lfts her serpent head,
The Fiend be praised, we'll pen the perfect rime.



