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THE stranger, the prouc-headed man
Who sat with us by the inn’s fire,
Spoke all that day of gusty rain
Of the land of his desire.

It is a land of apple-trees (he said)
On islands watered by many a spring,
The boughs bearing both bloom and fruit
Where, leaf-hidden, the white birds sing.

White towers they have there, scarlet-roofed,
Circled with rivers, windowed with
amethyst,
Where dwell the beautiful, smiling folk
Who doeth as they list,

And little of that is evil. Love and death
Trouble also that Iand with their old story,
But set in loftier halls and under sunnier
skies
And rainbowed with glory.

And there are quests for alien grails, and
angels walk
At sunset on the desolate shrunken sands.
There is no sorrow less than the fall of
thrones,
And the winged sphinx is the terror of
the land.

Up the jagged mountains, over the cold
plateaus,
Curious bugles ring from thunderous
cliffs
Where, furred with otter and belted with
peridots,
Kings and young princes hunt the
hippogriffs.

And those are the perilous mountains of the
trolls
Who hoard the rubies that the witches
fear,
That is the country whence I came (he said),
It is not here, not here.

The Stranger

(To Lord Dunsany)
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