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ALL-HALLOWS

Hands that caressed move now

in the yellowing-plumes of bristle-fern,

lips that sang lullabies,

lips that ardently kissed,

redden the fence-row bittersweet,

darling dust richens the pawpaw thicket
where the mockers nested.

Some part of those we mourn returns

in leaf and wind and water:
O whose is the beloved voice I hear

sighing among the cedars?
—LEAH BODINE DRAKE
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